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of the Union. Had I been present for those 
votes on amendments to H.R. 2082, the Intel-
ligence Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2008, 
I would have voted as follows: ‘‘no’’ on rollcall 
No. 337; ‘‘no’’ on rollcall No. 338; and ‘‘yea’’ 
on rollcall No. 339. 

f 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2008 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BRUCE L. BRALEY 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2007 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 1585) to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2008 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense, 
to prescribe military personnel strengths for 
fiscal year 2008, and for other purposes: 

Mr. BRALEY of Iowa. Mr. Chairman, I rise 
today in support of my amendment to H.R. 
1585, the Fiscal Year 2008 National Defense 
Authorization Act. My amendment represents 
a crucial first step in enhancing and expanding 
critical family support and mental health serv-
ices for our National Guard and Reserve 
troops and their families. 

I commend Chairman SKELTON and the 
Armed Services Committee for their work on 
this bill. I’m glad the committee has recog-
nized the great contributions of our National 
Guard and Reserve soldiers, and has recog-
nized that readjusting to civilian life can be es-
pecially challenging for members of the re-
serve component. I believe that the establish-
ment of the Yellow Ribbon Reintegration Pro-
gram in the bill is a good first step in enhanc-
ing family support services for these soldiers, 
but I believe that more needs to be done for 
the families of National Guard and Reserve 
troops, who have too often and for too long 
been forgotten and left behind. 

Members of the National Guard and Re-
serve are serving our country more than ever 
in the world’s most dangerous places, includ-
ing Iraq and Afghanistan, and many of them 
are facing multiple and extended deployments, 
causing considerable hardships for them and 
for their families. To cite just one example, in 
January 2007, members of the Iowa National 
Guard’s 1–133rd Infantry Battalion learned 
that their tour of duty in Iraq would be ex-
tended from April of this year until August. 

My amendment, which requires the Sec-
retary of Defense to conduct a study into es-
tablishing a pilot program for family-to-family 
support for members of the National Guard 
and Reserve, and conduct a study on improv-
ing support services for the children of mem-
bers of the National Guard and Reserve who 
are undergoing deployment, will help ensure 
that our reserve component troops and their 
families receive all of the family support and 
mental health services they need as they con-
tinue to serve our country. 

My amendment is consistent with the goals 
of the Armed Services Committee to enhance 
support services for our National Guard and 
Reserve troops and their families, and I urge 
my colleagues to support it. 

HONORING JAMES C. HAGUE, JR. 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2007 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam Speaker, I 
am pleased to recognize the life-long accom-
plishments of a Coloradan who has served as 
a role model for achievement and made a 
substantial impact on our State, Mr. James C. 
Hague, Jr. On Saturday, February 25, 2007, a 
group of family and friends met to celebrate 
the 98th birthday of this truly wonderful and 
special person. 

Jim was born on February 24, 1909 in 
Plainview, Texas and moved to Dallas, Texas 
in 1912. After working in the oil refining indus-
try as a helper in 1927, he became a chemist. 
During the Hoover Administration he worked 
for the government and was initiated into Pipe-
fitters Local 195 in Beaumont, Texas on May 
31, 1937. 

In 1939, Jim married his wife Ethel, a union 
which lasted for 58 years. He has two step-
sons, 2 grandsons and 1 granddaughter. He 
and Ethel moved to Denver in October 1951 
at which time Jim transferred his union card to 
Pipefitters Local 208, a membership still active 
today. Jim worked at the Rocky Flats Weap-
ons Plant as a pipefitter in the initial construc-
tion of the facility. 

Jim has always been active in the civic 
arena. He became a member of the West-
minster City Charter Convention in 1957 and, 
as a result of his participation, Westminster 
established a City Manager/Home Rule gov-
ernment. Jim assisted in writing the Charter 
for Westminster which was approved by the 
voters in 1958. Jim was also instrumental in 
establishing the Central Colorado Library Dis-
trict for Arapahoe, Adams, Boulder, Denver, 
Clear Creek, Gilpin and Jefferson Counties. 
He remained a member of the Library District 
for 14 years and was Chairman for 12 years. 

Jim is an active member of the Adams 
County Democratic Party; he has walked 
many miles in precincts and made many 
phone calls for candidates and was even fea-
tured in several commercials for former Sen-
ator Tim Wirth. Jim is well known by Demo-
crats throughout the State of Colorado. 

Jim is a truly interesting and fascinating per-
son. He has tales to tell of yesterdays and al-
ways makes a contribution to today. Our fu-
ture is much brighter for having Jim Hague in 
our lives. I ask my colleagues to join me in 
wishing him the very best and a long healthy 
life with much happiness. 
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AFRICA’S WATER CRISIS 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2007 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam Speaker, 
yesterday the House Subcommittee on Africa 
and Global Health held a briefing and hearing 
on the important issue of Africa’s water crisis. 
We tend to take for granted this basic neces-
sity for human existence, and yet we are told 
by the United Nations Development Pro-
gramme that over 1.1 billion people in devel-
oping countries do not have adequate access 

to safe water. Access to water is closely cor-
related to basic sanitation, and there too the 
world is facing a crisis. Some 2.6 billion peo-
ple live without this second essential aspect of 
good health. 

In its Human Development Report for 2006, 
the UNDP presents a heavy indictment 
against the international community, noting 
that every year 1.8 million children die from 
causes related to unclean water and poor 
sanitation. This is equivalent to 4,900 deaths 
every day, and diarrheal disease is the second 
highest cause of death in the world for chil-
dren under 5. This occurs despite the fact that 
we now have oral rehydration therapy. These 
numbers dwarf the number of deaths resulting 
from violent conflict, and yet the UNDP points 
out that water and sanitation are rarely high-
lighted as an international concern. 

In sub-Saharan Africa—the focus of the 
hearing—over 300 million people lack access 
to safe water, and some 460 million do not 
have access to proper sanitation. These over-
whelming numbers hide the even deeper trag-
edy that it is the poor, both poor individuals 
and poor countries, who carry the greatest 
burden. Sub-Saharan Africa loses about 5 per-
cent of its GDP, or about $28.4 billion each 
year, to the water and sanitation deficit. This 
figure exceeds the total amount of aid and 
debt relief provided to the region in 2003. And 
most of this loss is suffered by those house-
holds that are below the poverty line, those 
who can least afford to pay the cost. The lack 
of water also unduly affects women and girls, 
who in many societies have the responsibility 
of collecting and transporting water, which can 
occupy their energy and time for several hours 
each day. 

Beyond the apparent costs in human suf-
fering and loss of life, there are broader social 
and economic costs as well. Improper water 
management impacts agricultural and indus-
trial development, economic growth, and the 
preservation of land, coastal and marine eco-
systems. Equitable access to sufficient quan-
tities of safe water is necessary for a secure, 
peaceful society, and threats to such access 
can become a source of conflict and even vio-
lence. 

It is worthwhile to note that, according to the 
UNDP, the scarcity of water worldwide is not 
the result of physical availability. The Human 
Development Report states that household 
water requirements represent a very small 
fraction of water use, often less than 5 percent 
of the total. Instead the UNDP asserts that the 
source of the problem lies in power, poverty 
and inequality. Households in high-income 
urban areas of Asia, Latin America and Sub- 
Saharan Africa have access to several hun-
dred liters of water each day through public 
utilities, while slum dwellers and poor house-
holds in the rural areas of those same coun-
tries have access to far less than the 20 liters 
a day per person required to meet the most 
basic human needs. The same analysis is 
said to apply to the areas of agriculture and 
industry. Income levels and access to water 
and sanitation systems are key elements. 
UNDP explicitly rejects the notion that the 
global water shortage is due to population in-
creases. 

Fortunately, the United States Government 
is acting to provide more safe water and prop-
er sanitation to the poor of the world. Thanks 
to the Senator Paul Simon Water for the Poor 
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